BRECK SCHOOL

ADVANCED SCIENCE RESEARCH PROGRAM

2012-13
It is part of Breck School's educational program to provide opportunities to partner selected students with science mentors from various colleges or universities to participate in science research activities. This is a unique opportunity for your son/daughter. It includes participation in both an on-campus science research project and an on-campus science research class. Breck School requests that you read and consider the following items prior to granting your approval for your son/daughter’s participation:

· The Advanced Science Research Program is a yearlong program that requires that your son/daughter work for a minimum of eight weeks at a college or university for at least 320 hours the summer, beginning no later than the second week in June. Vacation days during the research period must be arranged with the teacher and Breck School advisor.

· Your son/daughter will keep a laboratory notebook, using the guidelines of the laboratory in which they are working.

· Your son/daughter will prepare a major research paper at the conclusion of their research project. This paper will be submitted to the INTEL Science Talent Search, the Minnesota Academy of Science Junior Science and Humanities Symposium, and the Minnesota Scholar of Distinction Competition. Second-year research students will also submit to the Siemens Westinghouse Competition,

· Your son/daughter will produce a formal poster presentation of their research project at the Twin Cities Regional Science and Engineering Fair, Minnesota Academy of Science State Science Fair, and if invited, the Minnesota Academy of Science Junior Science and Humanities Symposium. These are major requirements of the course.

· Your son/daughter will prepare and deliver a formal seminar presentation at Breck School to members of the Science Department, other research students, off-campus mentors, and invited members of the student body.

· Your son/daughter will publish the research paper on the Breck School science website.

· Breck School does not provide transportation for the Advanced Science Research Program. You and/or your son/daughter will be solely responsible for coordinating transportation to and from your son/daughter’s science research base, research field sites and any science fairs or competitions that your student may participate in. 

· Mentors are employees of the college or university for which they work. The mentors are hired, directed, and supervised by the college or university and not by Breck School.

· Your son/daughter’s research mentor will plan, supervise and direct your son/daughter’s off-campus research activities.

· Breck School does not provide direct day-to-day supervision while your son/daughter is participating in the off-campus science research activities. Indirect supervision of summer research activities is provided by a Breck employee.

· There is inherent risk associated with your son/daughter’s participation in science research. Your son/daughter will be conducting scientific research in controlled laboratory settings, controlled environmental sites or natural environmental sites and may be working with laboratory equipment and dangerous chemicals or substances.  

· Breck School assesses an additional fee of $750.00 for the summer research activities. This fee is nonrefundable once the student begins research.

By signing below, I am granting permission for ___________________________ (student’s name) to participate in Breck’s Advanced Science Research Program if s/he is selected, and I am acknowledging the following waiver:

I hereby acknowledge, understand and agree that Breck School, its trustees, administrators and employees shall not be responsible or liable for any damages of any type whatsoever arising in relation to the above described Advanced Science 

Research Program, including but not limited to personal injury or death, and property loss or damage unless such damage or loss is the direct result of the willful or grossly 

negligent act of Breck School, its trustees, administrators or employees.

___________________________ 
_______________________
__________

     Parent/Guardian Signature


Parent Name (Print)


Date

___________________________
_______________________
__________

          Student Signature 



Student Name (Print)

Date

